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It’s me again.
What a lovely week we have had. I hope you have been able to enjoy the sun even though
you have been at school. I got in to my greenhouse this week and helped my hubby to sow
some seeds, which we are now waiting to grow. They are both vegetables, for us to eat, and
flowers for our garden and for the church garden so that anyone passing can enjoy seeing
them and hopefully make them feel happy.
Well I can’t believe I have been sending you these newsletters for nearly a year, can you
believe it? So, we are back round to Jesus going up to Heaven. It isn’t Ascension Day yet
but I have decided to follow on Jesus’ story this week and the story of Pentecost next week
then we will go back to where we left off in Genesis after this.

Jesus going up into Heaven and Matthias replaces Judas - Acts Chapter 1 (ICB)
1 The first book I wrote was about everything that Jesus did and taught. 2 I wrote about the
whole life of Jesus, from the beginning until the day he was taken up into heaven. Before this,
Jesus talked to the apostles he had chosen. With the help of the Holy Spirit, Jesus told them
what they should do. 3 After his death, he showed himself to them and proved in many ways that
he was alive. The apostles saw Jesus during the 40 days after he was raised from death. He
spoke to them about the kingdom of God. 4 Once when he was eating with them, he told them
not to leave Jerusalem. He said, “The Father has made you a promise which I told you about
before. Wait here to receive this promise. 5 John baptized people with water, but in a few days,
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
Jesus Is Taken Up into Heaven
6 The apostles were all together. They asked Jesus, “Lord, are you at this time going to give the
kingdom back to Israel?”
7 Jesus said to them, “The Father is the only One who has the authority to decide dates and
times. These things are not for you to know. 8 But the Holy Spirit will come to you. Then you will
receive power. You will be my witnesses—in Jerusalem, in all of Judea, in Samaria, and in every
part of the world.”
9 After he said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up. A cloud hid him from their sight. 10
As he was going, they were looking into the sky. Suddenly, two men wearing white clothes stood
beside them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing here looking into the sky? You
saw Jesus taken away from you into heaven. He will come back in the same way you saw him
go.”
A New Apostle Is Chosen
12 Then they went back to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives. (This mountain is about half a
mile from Jerusalem.) 13 When they entered the city, they went to the upstairs room where they
were staying. Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James son
of Alphaeus, Simon (known as the Zealot), and Judas son of James were there. 14 They all
continued praying together. Some women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, and Jesus’
brothers were also there with the apostles.
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15 During this time there was a meeting of the believers. (There were about 120 of them.) Peter
stood up and said, 16-17 “Brothers, in the Scriptures the Holy Spirit said through David that
something must happen. The Spirit was talking about Judas, one of our own group, who served
together with us. The Spirit said that Judas would lead men to arrest Jesus. 18 (Judas bought a
field with the money he got for his evil act. But Judas fell to his death, his body burst open, and all
his intestines poured out.) 19 Everyone in Jerusalem learned about this. This is why they named
the field Akeldama. In their language Akeldama means “field of blood.”) 20 In the book of
Psalms, this is written:
‘May his place be empty.
Leave no one to live in it.’ Psalm 69:25
And it is also written:
‘Let another man replace him as leader.’ Psalm 109:8
21-22 “So now a man must join us and become a witness of Jesus’ being raised from death. He
must be one of the men who were part of our group during all the time the Lord Jesus was with
us. He must have been with us from the time John began to baptise people until the day when
Jesus was taken up from us to heaven.”
23 They put the names of two men before the group. One was Joseph Barsabbas, who was also
called Justus. The other was Matthias. 24-25 The apostles prayed, “Lord, you know the minds of
everyone. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to do this work. Judas turned away
from it and went where he belongs. Lord, show us which one should take his place as an
apostle!” 26 Then they used lots to choose between them, and the lots showed that Matthias was
the one. So, he became an apostle with the other 11.
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To make Jesus ascend to the clouds you’ll need:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 print out of the Ascension Jesus Craft (on card stock preferably)
About 4-5ft of yarn or string
A plastic drinking straw (or a couple)
Tape
Cotton balls and white glue if you want to make the clouds ‘fluffy’
Crayons or colouring pencils to colour Jesus
Scissors

Before I give instructions, let me just say first that Glue is always last! If you to add the
fluffy cotton balls, save that for the last step to avoid glue everywhere.

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.

First you want to colour Jesus: Picture 1
Then cut out Jesus and the cloud. Your little kids can cut on the oval dotted line around
Jesus to practice their scissor work. Your older kids can challenge themselves to cut
out around Jesus. Picture 2
Tape a 2-3″ section of straw to the back of Jesus. Picture 4
Fold your string in half and make a loop in the centre part (and add some beads small
pieces of straws for decoration if you like). Tie a knot below this loop with beads/straws.
This is how you will hang up your Ascension Jesus Craft, so make sure your loop is big
enough to go around a door handle or on a nail/ picture hook that is already in the wall.
Tape the yarn near the loop to the back of your cloud. Picture 3
Thread the yarn through the straw on Jesus’ back (both strings), and then tie small sections of straws to each yarn end to be the ‘handles.
If you want fluffy clouds, now is the time to use a little white glue and glue your cotton
balls to the cloud. Keep an eye on those toddlers though!
Now hang up your loop, and pull the straw handles apart from each other and watch Jesus
ascend!
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Colour me in memory verse.

Prayer
May we learn to appreciate different points of
view:
to know that the view from the hill is different
from the view in the valley;
the view to the east is different from the view to
the west;
the view in the morning is different from the view
in the evening;
the view of a parent is different from the view of a
child;
the view of a friend is different from the view of a
stranger;
the view of humankind is different from the view of
God.
May we all learn to see what is good, what is true,
what is worthwhile.
Amen.

Well, I hope you have enjoyed this week’s
newsletter and have a great week.

Family Time
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Until next week take care and stay safe.
God bless, Jackie
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