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It’s Easter Sunday, Hallelujah!!
Have you got up to Easter eggs? If you have I hope you enjoy them but don’t eat them all
at once as they can make you feel poorly. I know those of you who usually go to Doxey
church over Easter know that they put a cross decorated with flowers outside on Easter
Sunday but we don’t normally do that at St Pauls. But this year I asked my husband Adrian
if he could make one for us as there was going to be a team led by Rev Alison Thomas
decorating the church grounds like they did for Christmas as well as our Easter scene and
flowers in church. Well he agreed and we took it down on Thursday and he dug a hole and
put it in. This picture is of him finishing off covering it in moss ready for flowers to be put
in to it over the weekend. Hopefully we will be able to save the cross and
do it all again next year.
Well back to the newsletter and this week I have chosen John chapter 20
which starts on Easter Sunday when Mary Magdalene goes to the tomb and
finds Jesus’ body missing and leads up to Thomas, who is nicknamed
‘doubting Thomas’ for not believing it is Jesus, wanting to see the nail holes
in his hands. This is one of the saints that Doxey is named after and there
is a statue of him in the church. I hope you enjoy the craft and colouring
pages.
John Chapter 20 - Jesus is Alive
Jesus’ Tomb Is Empty
1 Early on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb. It was still dark. Mary saw
that the large stone had been moved away from the tomb. 2 So Mary ran to Simon Peter and the
other follower (the one Jesus loved). Mary said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb. We
don’t know where they have put him.”
3 So Peter and the other follower started for the tomb. 4 They were both running, but the other
follower ran faster than Peter. So the other follower reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down and
looked in. He saw the strips of linen cloth lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then following him
came Simon Peter. He went into the tomb and saw the strips of linen lying there. 7 He also saw
the cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up and laid in a different place
from the strips of linen. 8 Then the other follower, who had reached the tomb first, also went in.
He saw and believed. 9 (These followers did not yet understand from the Scriptures that Jesus
must rise from death.)
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
10 Then the followers went back home. 11 But Mary stood outside the tomb, crying. While she
was still crying, she bent down and looked inside the tomb. 12 She saw two angels dressed in
white. They were sitting where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and one at the feet.
13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”
She answered, “They have taken away my Lord. I don’t know where they have put him.” 14
When Mary said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there. But she did not know
that it was Jesus.
15 Jesus asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Whom are you looking for?”
Mary thought he was the gardener. So she said to him, “Did you take him away, sir? Tell me
where you put him, and I will get him.”
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16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
Mary turned toward Jesus and said in the Jewish language, “Rabboni.” (This means Teacher.)
17 Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold me. I have not yet gone up to the Father. But go to my brothers
and tell them this: ‘I am going back to my Father and your Father. I am going back to my God
and your God.’”
18 Mary Magdalene went and said to the followers, “I saw the Lord!” And she told them what
Jesus had said to her.
Jesus Appears to His Followers
19 It was the first day of the week. That evening Jesus’ followers were together. The doors were
locked, because they were afraid of the Jews. Then Jesus came and stood among them. He
said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. His
followers were very happy when they saw the Lord.
21 Then Jesus said again, “Peace be with you! As the Father sent me, I now send you.” 22 After
he said this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone his
sins, they are forgiven. If you don’t forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
Jesus Appears to Thomas
24 Thomas (called Didymus) was not with the followers when Jesus came. Thomas was 1 of the
12. 25 The other followers told Thomas, “We saw the Lord.”
But Thomas said, “I will not believe it until I see the nail marks in his hands. And I will not believe
until I put my finger where the nails were and put my hand into his side.”
26 A week later the followers were in the house again. Thomas was with them. The doors were
locked, but Jesus came in and stood among them. He said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here. Look at my hands. Put your hand here in my side. Stop
doubting and believe.”
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
29 Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you see me. Those who believe without seeing
me will be truly happy.”
Why John Wrote This Book
30 Jesus did many other miracles before his followers that are not written in this book. 31 But
these are written so that you can believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Then, by believing, you can have life through his name.
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Print on card.
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Memory Verse for you to colour

Prayer

Family Time

We celebrate Easter with the disciples who saw the
risen Jesus,
and who knew that love was stronger than death.
We also remember Thomas, for whom Easter was a
long time coming,
and all those who feel alone in their doubt and
despair this Easter.
Risen Jesus, make yourself known to us all in due
time
So we may know for sure the joy of heaven.
Amen.

Spend time over the Easter
holidays enjoying time together.
If your grown-ups don’t get an
Easter egg (because some
people sadly think we are too
big for them) you could always
share one of yours to show you
love them like Jesus loves you.

I hope you have a great Easter break and get the chance
to meet up with family members or friends you haven’t
seen for a while. So we can all enjoy a rest there won’t be
a newsletter next week but I have one ready for you for
the 18th April as you go back to school the next day.
Until then take care and stay safe.
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God bless, Jackie
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